
For years, the knock against 
student government at Grand 

Canyon University was that the group 
was little more than party planners. 

Considering the number of events the 
University hosts on campus, ASGCU 
officers haven’t had time for much else.

Then along came Anthony Mann, an 
easygoing but highly organized leader 
who has charmed students, faculty and 
staff as president of ASGCU.

“He is the perfect leader at the perfect 
time for this school,” says GCU Student 
Development Director John-Paul Reiger.

In February, students re-elected Mann 
and his running mate, Ty Kieser, by a 
70 percent majority vote. The duo won 
on the strength of a campaign that was 
succinct, specific and rooted in the core 
vision of the University.

The campaign featured the first on-
campus student debate in years. 
The candidates even had campaign 
managers. Reiger credits GCU tech 
support with developing a voting system 
that further legitimized the process.

It’s a word you hear often regarding 
Mann: legitimate.

“There was not much credibility or 
legitimacy to student government at 
GCU,” says Mann, a junior. “I came on 
about the same time as John-Paul and 
Jacob Page (director of global outreach) 
and we talked about the disconnect.”

Reiger says the improvement is noticeable.

“We’re on the mend with ASGCU,” he says. 
“We are returning to a more traditional 
student government. There is a new 
legitimacy to what the group is doing on 
campus now.”

In his first year as student-body president, 
Mann has injected the group with 
a dose of political activity. Campus 
activities are still a portion of the group’s 
responsibilities, but he also has sharpened 
the focus on student government. 

“I know we can demonstrate our potential 
as students and how capable we are 
of taking responsibility,” Mann says. “I 
don’t think the general student body 
thinks about the vision or mission of the 
University. But it matters, so I want to 
make it important. A lot of the University’s 
vision and mission will have a big influence 
on the everyday life of students.”

Mann’s political career has come a long 
way from his appointment as a fourth-
grade student council representative 
in Olympia, Wash. He credits his 
fourth-grade teacher, Mrs. Bowers, with 
encouraging him to become involved. 
His responsibilities included having 
lunch with his fellow representatives 
and the principal, and selling school 
supplies at lunch.

“It was small, but it was a way to serve 
people,” he says. “I doubt Mrs. Bowers 
even remembers me.”

Mann would go on to represent his class 
in middle school. In one of those early 
years, he lost a close race. His mother, 
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Ofelia Mann, remembers her son’s reaction to defeat.

“Although he gave it his full effort, he lost the race,” she says. “I 
could see it troubled him, so I gave him the advice that he should 
work on networking skills and become more sociable.”

Ofelia raised her three children as a single mother, but she 
describes it as Anthony having three mothers – instead of one 
mother and two sisters.

“Everybody pitched in to do what had to be done,” she 
says. “Anthony was good about listening when I scolded my 
daughters, and he got scolded by three women when he got 
in trouble. “

His mother could see his leadership qualities taking shape at 
an early age. 

“I could tell he had a clear understanding of the differences 
between right and wrong by the way he would play with his 
toys. The good guys always won,” she says.  “Growing up, he was 
a responsible kid who shared the workload around the house, 
learned to cook and even learned to do his laundry.”

The summer before ninth grade, his family moved from Olympia 
to Aberdeen. He wasn’t involved in student government his 
freshman year. His cousins talked him into participating as a 
sophomore and junior.

Mann made his mark his senior year, when he served as co-chair 
for the school’s Foodball event. His team oversaw more than 30 
events in 10 days.

“Foodball was a competition fundraiser versus our rival school,” 
he says. “It included a series of events geared to raise money and 
canned-food donations. The competition just added intensity.”

Juanita Mebane, Mann’s sister, remembers the Foodball event 
and how proud she was of his accomplishment.

“I was impressed by how well he organized everything,” she says. 
“This is when he started to get super involved with leadership.”

The school raised more than $54,000 and more than 120,000 
pounds of food. Mann describes the totals as “spectacular,” 
given the town’s small size. 

Brenda Blancas was one of Mann’s high school teachers and 
was impressed with his success. She also was grateful for his 
support as the school recovered from some tough times.

“Aberdeen High School burned down in January of 2002, and 

Anthony was involved in helping create a new environment for 
the students,” she says. “We had a great deal of adversity in 
the last few years, and Anthony helped us through that process 
with his proactive school spirit and attitude.”

The momentum should have carried him to the presidency 
of his high school class, but Mann dropped out of the race to 
avoid running against his cousin.

Mann didn’t serve during his freshman year on campus, but 
he stepped into the role of intramural coordinator during his 
sophomore year and reorganized the program. At the end of 
that year, he was the only candidate for student-body president. 

In his first year on the job, he made some changes. The most 
notable, set to launch this coming year, is the ASGCU Senate, 
featuring representatives from across the University.

“The ASGCU Senate is the next big thing,” Reiger says. “It’s his 
big task for next year. It’s Anthony’s hill to die on.”

Mann and Reiger agree that as the school grows, the student 
voice needs to become stronger through ASGCU. 

Mann’s greatest accomplishment so far is developing a 
relationship between students and the executive team. He 
has elevated the profile of student government on campus 
by pushing for students to be heard in every classroom, 
conference room and hallway.

“Our university is at a breaking point with so much change,” 
Mann says. “Students have the opportunity to raise up and 
make this a real school, our school. We have to take ownership.”

Mann wants every student to be represented as best as 
possible by the new Senate.

“I feel like the student-body president should be the chief 
spokesperson and lobbyist for students,” he says. “The GCU 
administration has plans to create a traditional campus with a 
thriving community. They need to have students involved.”

Reiger says Mann does an excellent job of finding opportunities 
to keep students informed and be involved in processes 
that will affect the student body. He says Mann’s heart for 
community and passion to see processes run properly have 
been crucial at an important time for GCU.

“I want students to love this place as much as I do,” Mann says. 
“This school has served me well.”
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THOMAS MASON, Director of Lifelong Learning Assessment

“I’ve always been drawn to serving others. At age 17, I joined the military, specifically military 
police, both of which provide service to the community and more generally to society. My 
personality type is that of a ‘guardian’ and law enforcement just seemed a natural fit. When 
preparing to retire from the military, I saw education as another way to serve. I felt I had 
something to offer others trying to find their own purpose. I finished my master’s program 
in one year and went into college teaching.”

EVA ST. ARNAULD, Director of Student Success

“Performing is a spiritual experience for me because it allows me to celebrate life in a way 
that nothing else can. It was my primary passion until I started teaching. I first started 
working with students in a dance studio and continued to coach and teach as I proceeded 
through the teacher preparation program at Arizona State University. I find purpose each 
day through the students I interact with. I am inspired by their faith, insight and servant 
leadership, and I feel blessed to be a part of the GCU family. ’Lopes Up!”
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Sixty years ago, six students made Grand Canyon 
University history by becoming the first 

graduating class of what was then Grand Canyon College.

Two years earlier, the school had opened its first campus in 
Prescott with a total of 93 students and 16 faculty members.

The numbers tell the story best. Since those humble 
beginnings, the University’s graduating class has 
expanded to more than 6,600, including both online and 
traditional-campus students.

L.E. “Sharky” Baker, a graduate of the Class of 1956, 
recalls what graduation was like in the early days.

“It was simple,” Baker says. “There were 42 of us in all. We 
moved chairs onto the grassy area right outside the girls’ 
dorm, Bright Angel, and that is where we held graduation. 
The school brought in a guru of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, R.G. Lee, to give the address. That was a 
big deal at the time.”

Dr. Yvonne Patterson, a 1984 graduate, is a member 
of the first nursing class, whose picture still hangs in 
the College of Nursing building. Patterson (her maiden 
name was Amaya) remembers the ceremony was held at 
Northwest Phoenix Baptist Church, in an intimate setting. 
The graduating class totaled no more than 100.

She remembers much about the ceremony. Harold 
Green, a former pastor, presented each student with 
a Bible.

“It meant a lot to me,” Patterson says. “I felt so proud to 
graduate. The faculty members and clinicals in the nursing 
program had really prepared me.”

After graduating from GCU, Patterson went on to 
complete medical school. As a doctor, she has a special 
interest in working with HIV patients.

The college convocations are still held at churches, 
although that will change next year with the opening 
of GCU Arena. The main Commencement ceremony 
gradually has become more extravagant, having been 
held at Phoenix Civic Plaza, Jobing.com Arena and now 
Chase Field.

Faith Weese, GCU’s chief university relations and 
student success officer, has been part of many graduations, 
including her own. She says every year is unique in its 
own way.

“In 2006, we brought back a soldier from Afghanistan 
to see his wife graduate,” she recalls. “I had to call the 

Pentagon to persuade them to make it happen. That was 
an unforgettable experience.”

The soldier, Bryan Tebo, was done with his tour of duty, 
but would not make it back to Arizona in time to see his 
wife, Stacy, the mother of their five children, graduate 
with her master’s degree.

Stacy was the winner of that year’s graduation-speech 
contest. Standing in front of 14,000 people, she began to 
tell the audience about her life – and especially about her 
supportive husband overseas.

Unbeknownst to her, Bryan was there that night. The 
entire crowd, including Stacy, was shocked as Bryan 
walked across the arena and onto the stage to the sound 
of bagpipes playing “God Bless America.” He embraced 
his wife as the crowd cried and cheered.

Don Fraser, GCU’s director of alumni relations, never 
will forget his sister’s graduation in 1991.

“I had made a bet with my sister that if she could get a 
higher grade-point average than I had received in college, 
I’d buy her a car,” Fraser says. “She won the bet, so I 
bought her a brand-new Mazda MX6. She was so pleased 
with the car that she asked what she could do for me.

“I asked her to introduce me to the girl in the pink dress. 
Little did I know (that girl) would become the mother of 
my children.”

At the 2004 ceremony, rock legend Alice Cooper 
received an honorary doctorate in performing arts. He 
entertained the crowd that night with a spellbinding 
performance of his hit song “School’s Out.”

Helen Bleach, GCU’s director of university relations and 
events, loves graduation at Chase Field.

“It gives you goose bumps to watch the students all 
coming down the field and into their seats,” she says. “At 
the finale, our president will announce to the graduates to 
move their tassels to the right. As they do so, we open the 
roof and the fireworks ignite and the balloons drop. The 
excitement fills the air.”

It’s quite a show, indeed, full of significance for all involved.

“It is truly magical,” says Ruth Nsubuga, who received 
her bachelor’s degree in criminal justice studies in 2008. 

“The balloons, confetti, fireworks … it’s all exhilarating. 
You feel such a sense of accomplishment because you are 
transferring from one part of your life to another.”

GRADUATION SCHEDULE

Convocation Ceremonies
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS 
May 4 - 8:30 a.m. 
Antelope Gymnasium 
3300 W. Camelback Road
KEN BLANCHARD COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
May 4 - 1 p.m. 
Antelope Gymnasium 
3300 W. Camelback Road 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
May 5 - 8:30 a.m. 
Phoenix First Assembly Church 
13613 N Cave Creek Road 
COLLEGE OF NURSING & HEALTH SCIENCES 
May 5 - 1 p.m. 
Phoenix First Assembly Church 
13613 N Cave Creek Road

Campus Tours
May 4 & 5 - 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Starts at Student Union and lasts 30 minutes

Campus BBQ 
May 4  - 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Mariposa Lawn

Class of 2011 Commencement 
May 6 - 2 p.m. 
Chase Field 
401 E. Jefferson St. 

Even when it was small, GCU’s graduation was a BIG deal
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1 College of Fine Arts 
and Production makes 
successful return

A rousing production of the 
musical “The Pirates of Penzance” 
kicked off the Ethington Theatre 
Series on Welcome Week, bringing 
the playhouse to life for the first 
time in four years. Throughout the 
season, the eye-popping sets built 
by Assistant Dean Bill Symington 
and his stagecraft students were 
a wonder to behold. Choral and 
dance concerts were consistently 
high in quality, as well.

2 Freak hailstorm 
hits campus, 
causing damage

A 20-minute “microburst” of 
a storm hit campus late in the 
afternoon on Oct. 5, blowing 
out more than 100 windows and 
causing extensive hail damage to 
parked vehicles. Considerable 
window damage was sustained by 
the new dormitory, Canyon Hall. 
The good news: Students and staff 
pitched in as one, working late into 
the night to board up windows and 
clean up debris.

3College of Education: 
new building, 
new dean

GCU’s largest college has a new 
home, and it opened to classes on 
Jan. 5. The two-story COE building 
has 19 classrooms and an array of 
amenities, including common areas 
for students to study, collaborate 
and socialize. Bonus feature: The 
building’s east side is dominated by 
a Times Square-style video screen 
that will have a variety of uses. 
Dr. Kimberly LaPrade (pictured), 
a GCU alumna, was appointed as 
COE dean in November.

4Sydney’s Kids enroll 
as freshmen 

The tragic death of GCU alumna 
Sydney Browning in a Texas 
shooting in 1999 led the University 
to make a promise: It would grant 
full-ride scholarships to any of 62 
Phoenix schoolchildren who had 
been taught by Browning if they 
graduated from high school and 
qualified for admission. In the fall, 
15 of those students enrolled as 
GCU freshmen, and a dinner was 
held for them on Sept. 7. 

5Student Recreation 
Center opens 

The Antelope men’s and women’s 
basketball teams and wrestling 
team officially moved into their 
new practice home on Oct. 15. 
The 55,000-square-foot Student 
Recreation Center includes three 
regulation basketball courts, wood-
paneled locker rooms and an 
expansive weight-training facility 
on the lower level. The upper level 
features a wrestling practice facility, 
a dance and aerobics room, and a 
cardio and weights area. 

6Basketball basks in 
national spotlight 

On Jan. 29, a record Antelope Gym 
crowd of 1,905 – plus a national 
television audience on the CBS 
College Sports network – watched 
as the GCU men’s basketball 
team defeated Brigham Young 
University-Hawai‘i, 69-64. The 
Antelope women’s team reached 
a No. 7 ranking on the way to a 
29-3 season and the championship 
game of the NCAA Division II West 
Regional. It was the final season for 
basketball in Antelope Gym; the 
teams will play in the 5,000-seat 
GCU Arena in 2011-12.

7Simply the best:  
Ciliento, Murphy 
and Wilcox

It would be difficult to come up 
with three more distinguished 
athletes than (pictured L to R) 
Kyle Ciliento, Samantha Murphy 
and Todd Wilcox – on any campus. 
Ciliento led the Antelope men’s 
soccer team to a 15-3-2 record, 
receiving first team All-America 
honors. Murphy led NCAA 
Division II women’s basketball in 
scoring with an average of 24.6 
points per game and made first 
team All-America and Academic 
All-America. Wilcox won the 
Division II wrestling title at 133 
pounds, posting a 36-3 record.  

8Record-setting 
campus enrollment 

The long line extending down 
the Promenade on Aug. 26 told 
the story: With about 1,500 
new students, GCU had record 
campus enrollment of nearly 3,000 
for the fall semester. Canyon Hall, 
with four floors and about 550 
beds, opened to accommodate 
the numbers. A third dormitory, 
Prescott Hall, will open in the 
fall as the University welcomes 
an expected 4,500 students 
to campus.

9Tim Griffin named 
campus pastor 

For the first half of the school year, 
GCU shared its new campus pastor, 
Tim Griffin, with race-car drivers. 
Griffin was wrapping up nearly six 
years as lead chaplain for Motor 
Racing Outreach, working on 
campus during the week and flying 
out to NASCAR stops across the 
country on weekends. His plain-
spoken reflections on Scripture 
and his emphasis on relationship 
evangelism have been a blessing 
to all.

10 Lindsay Fernandez 
chosen Fiesta 
Bowl Queen

It was a big day for Antelope fans 
on Oct. 6 when GCU junior Lindsay 
Fernandez was named Fiesta Bowl 
Queen – over two finalists from 
Arizona State University and one 
from the University of Arizona. 
Fernandez was the first woman 
from GCU to even make the 
finals in the 40-year history of the 
competition. She is a student in the 
College of Health Sciences who 
aspires to be a cardiologist.
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When GCU students return in the fall, they might 
not be able to recognize their old campus. 

A nearly completed Arena and a new dormitory, 
Prescott Hall, are just the tip of the iceberg. Students 
should expect to see a renovated library, a track and 
intramural field, and a food court complete with a 
six-lane bowling alley.

Perhaps the most welcome change will be the 
food court, located on the east side of the 
Student Recreation Center, which was last 
summer’s landscape-changing structure along with 
Canyon Hall. 

The food court will be housed inside a temporary, 
tentlike building, which will be replaced by a 
multistory, permanent structure in the next two 
to three years. With 4,500 students expected on 
campus this fall, the Student Union no longer was 
sufficient to accommodate everyone for meals. 

“We had to go with a tent this year, because it 
is quicker,” said Bob Machen, GCU’s campus 
development project manager. “We needed 
to be able to provide a food court by August if 
we’re going to be able to serve the increasing 
number of students.”

The food court will house two fast-food restaurants 
and a small convenience store. The new dining area 
will provide 200 indoor seats and an extra 150 to 
200 outdoor patio seats.

The Student Union also will experience some minor 
renovations. Latte Dah is being relocated to the 
food court, in order to create a larger Union dining 
area. The mail center is expected to move to where 
the Union’s game room currently is located. 

Students also will notice that several buildings will be 
missing. Building 6, which currently houses College 
of Liberal Arts administration offices; Building 

10, which contains some College of Fine Arts and 
Production classrooms; Building 11 (Prayer Chapel); 
Building 7 (Human Resources); and Building 8 (Event 
Services) will be torn down to make way for a four-
story classroom building. 

The new academic building will include instructor’s 
offices as well as an entire floor of chemistry labs. 
The University’s new Chapel will be located on the 
first floor of this building. The building will not be 
finished until August of next year, but construction 
will begin in October.

Students should expect to see more multilevel 
buildings in the coming years. One-story buildings 
will become a thing of the past. 

“Being landlocked, we have to build vertically,” 
Machen said. 

GCU actually had to pull some strings in order to be 
able to build as high as the University needed. 

“We were limited to 30 feet and had to get a variance 
to build higher,” Machen said. “We can now build as 
high as 95 feet.”

Many students have voiced concerns about the 
availability of campus parking as enrollment 
increases.

GCU says it is prepared to meet this need and is 
already working on building more parking on the 
east side of campus. In two years, the University 
plans to build a parking garage in this same area, 
which would hold about 1,000 vehicles. 

All of the changes are directly related to the current 
growth spurt, which has changed the face of GCU.

“I think it’s fantastic,” Machen said. “It’s been a great 
experience to see all the growth and change taking 
place. I’ll definitely be sending my grandkids here in 
the future.”

Second successive summer 
of construction is in store
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The GCU women’s basketball team has done its share of traveling this 
year, whether it be to Hawai‘i for Pacific West Conference play or to 

Pomona, Calif., for the NCAA Division II West Regional.

However, in May the team will go even farther – about 10,000 miles farther – 
when it visits the African country of Malawi on a 10-day mission trip. 

The trip has been Coach Trent May’s dream for years.

“It’s always been a goal of mine to go to Africa someday,” May says. “When you 
think of Africa, you think of all the good and the bad that’s happening. There are 
just so many opportunities to practice and live out your faith there.”

Through a series of connections, May was introduced to Corey Conkright, a 
representative of African Bible College, which has campuses in Malawi, Liberia 
and Uganda that train students for Christian leadership and service.

Conkright is coordinating the trip, as well as the promotion of similar trips on 20 
college campuses – including GCU’s – in the fall.

“To my knowledge, this is the first time an actual college team will be going over,” 
Conkright says.

The 10 athletes and three coaches are scheduled to leave on May 8. In Malawi, 
they will conduct camps for as many as 600 children, work in an orphanage and 
serve on the African Bible College campus.

All four of the team’s seniors – Samantha Murphy, Rosalyn Nelson, 
Kristi Girdley and Katie Johnson – are in, even though the trip departs only 
two days after GCU’s Commencement.

Malawi, in southeastern Africa, is one of the world’s least developed and most 
densely populated countries. Life expectancy is only 50 years, and 70 percent 
of the country’s hospital beds are occupied by HIV/AIDS patients.

The players are excited about the opportunity to broaden their horizons and 
experience a different culture. 

“The farthest out of the country I’ve been is Mexico,” says Murphy, who is coming 
off an All-America season for GCU. “I’m looking forward to learning about the 
culture, meeting the children and forming relationships.” 

Freshman Maylinn Smith says the timing couldn’t be better.

“There will be memories that last a lifetime,” she says. “I can’t describe the love I 
have for this team, and to be able to go to Africa with them is a dream come true.”

Women’s basketball team to 
make African mission trip

Olympic-caliber BMX racer tracks 
success representing GCU

One of GCU’s most unusual 
student-athletes manages 
to keep her cool on the 

racetrack and in the classroom.

The typical BMX bicycle race lasts 
about 45 seconds, with riders 
rolling at 35 to 40 miles per hour. 
So every millisecond counts for 
Dominique Daniels.

“Deep breaths,” she says. “It’s all about 
deep breaths and taking it one step 
at a time.”

A self-proclaimed speed demon, 
Daniels manages her studies the way 
she races across a BMX track — one 
step ahead of everyone else. 

That thirst for speed has taken the freshman business entrepreneurship major 
to the top of the BMX world. Her sights are set on the 2012 Olympic Games. 
She is working to qualify in BMX and Velodrome, the latter featuring a steeply 
banked oval track.

The Puerto Rican Olympic team is currently courting Daniels for next year. In 
the meantime, she balances a hectic competition schedule with school and 
community-outreach work.

Her ascent to the BMX elite hit the fast track at 12 years old. With a $50 Huffy 
bike and zero experience, Daniels began racing, and beating, the kids who had 
been at it for years.

“Most kids start at 3 or 4 years old,” Daniels says. “I’ve been racing now for six 
years and am still considered a rookie.”

This rookie was just short of competing in the 2008 Olympics. She qualified, 
but the U.S. Olympic Committee would not budge on its age restriction: All 
American riders must be at least 19.

That small hiccup did little to derail Daniels. She went on to win the National 
Bicycle League Elite Women’s Championship in 2009 and again in 2010.

“I hate to lose,” she says. “I gained popularity in the sport because I worked to 
win, no matter what.”

Tim Daniels, her father, manager and biggest fan, is front and center at every 
race, and he knows well his daughter’s drive to win.

“She is a tough competitor,” he says. “She always shows grace in the wins and 
losses, but she will give you all she has. We always say ‘leave no doubt.’ Make 
sure your competition knows they were in a battle.”

Her commitment to win is evident on another track as well. 

Daniels ran track and field in high school and received offers from several 
universities. She is passionate about track but wanted to continue her BMX 
training. Schools such as Arizona State University and Northern Arizona 
University recruited her for track but said she couldn’t ride BMX. It seemed she 
would have to choose one or the other.

Then GCU called. 

GCU’s athletic department learned about Daniels’ success in both sports and 
offered her the opportunity to do both. She could run track and also represent 
GCU at BMX events. She couldn’t pass up the opportunity.

Almost one year later, Daniels bleeds purple. Her riding gear is purple, with 
“Grand Canyon” in bold letters. She’s planning to paint her car purple, and even 
her eyeliner is purple.



My GCU
Dance and psychology are natural partners for Kelsey Alexander. 
The freshman is double majoring with an ambition to intertwine 
her two passions all the way to a Ph.D. Psychology has made her a 
better dancer, and dancing has given her the chance to pursue an 
education at GCU.

Wearing dance shoes since she was 5, Kelsey has danced ballet, 
pointe, tap, jazz, hip hop, modern, lyrical, flamenco and character 
dancing. “Dancing is about putting movements together to 
communicate and tell a story,” she says. “Psychology is central to that 
process and influences how we learn and develop as dancers.”


